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  HMP Shotts: Full Prison Inspection

Monday, September 18, 2023 - 14:24
On 2 November 2022 a full inspection report of HMP Shotts from May 2022 was published. Areas of concern included: delays in progression; insufficient pre-release preparation; lack of stability in senior management positions; poor rating of patient care; staff shortages; and a high incidence of substance related issues.

For the first time it included a pilot pre-inspection survey with prisoners, which included some concerning findings e.g. 46% of respondents reported having witnessed staff abusing, threatening, bullying or assaulting another prisoner in the prison; 77% of respondents reported that the complaints system worked ‘quite’ or ‘very’ badly; and 49% of respondents did not know how contact an Independent Prison Monitor (IPM).


Read more



  

  
    

  
  Court Backlog Modelling

Monday, September 18, 2023 - 14:12
On 22 September 2022 the Scottish Courts and Tribunals Service (SCTS) published updated modelling on the pandemic related court backlog. It suggested that the summary                      criminal court backlog will be cleared by March 2024; the High Court backlog by March 2025 and Sheriff Court solemn trials by March 2026.


Read more



  

  
    

  
  Scottish Prison Population Health Needs Report

Monday, September 18, 2023 - 14:09
On 20 September 2022 the Scottish Government published a prison population health needs synthesis report. It highlighted common themes and recommendations from four health needs    assessments of Scotland's prison population (three new and one previously published). The assessments cover physical health, mental health, social care and substance use related needs.


Read more



  

  
    

  
  The New Women's Prison Estate in Scotland

Monday, September 18, 2023 - 13:54
In August 2022, the Bella Centre, the first part of the new women's prison estate was opened. We issued the following statement to mark this: 

"10 years after publication of the Angiolini Report, the Bella Centre in Dundee is finally open. It provides places for 16 women and has been described as “the first facility of its type in the UK … taking a gender-specific and trauma informed approach to better prepare women for reintegration back into their communities”. In non-Government speak, it acknowledges that the majority of women who enter our prisons do so for short periods of time, carrying with them the scars of serious abuse and mental ill-health. With no bars on the windows and no high perimeter walls, the new centre is designed to be an unapologetic part of the local landscape, where women can feel and be seen as citizens, rather than social outcasts.

The new women’s strategy which underpins this bold approach is encouraging: each woman will have an individualised support plan that she’s devised alongside her own personal officer based on her own strengths and needs. This will take place in a therapeutic environment where any mental health issues are identified and acted upon; where the needs of any children are paramount; where setbacks are expected rather than punished; and where women have space “to heal”. We believe there’s a lot to like about this reimagining of the women’s estate, if it really is a cultural change based on a completely different rulebook. However, women should not need to go to prison for therapy. Support should also be accessible in the community, and not dependent on being convicted of a crime.

For the majority of people whose personal or professional lives don’t touch the criminal justice system, telling them that there are currently 294 women in custody in Scotland often comes as a huge surprise. Most imagine that there would be many more than that – perhaps into the thousands – and therefore see it as ‘good news’ that the figure is so low. In some ways it is good news, with the number of women receiving a custodial sentence decreasing significantly in the past 10 years. Historically, of course, overall offending rates amongst women are much lower than those of men, and patterns of offending tend to be a lesser threat to public safety. The (extremely) bad news, however, is that 32% are being held on remand, with 70% of them unlikely to go on to receive a custodial sentence.

This visionary approach must therefore apply to all women in custody in Scotland, not just the very few – circa 14% of the total women’s prison population - who have been assessed as low-risk and nearing the end of their sentence, and who will be housed in the Bella Centre and the similarly sized Lilias Centre in Glasgow. (The remainder will, clearly, continue to be held in prisons built primarily for men.) Only then will we get a good enough answer to SPS’s own question of self-evaluation, “how good is our care of women in custody?”."


Read more



  

  
    

  
  Recorded Crime in Scotland 2021-2022 

Monday, September 18, 2023 - 13:46
On 28 June 2022 the Recorded Crime in Scotland 2021-2022 figures were published. They showed that “recorded crime remains at one of the lowest levels since 1974 and is down 41% since 2006-07, with non-sexual violent crime down 36% over the same period and homicides at their lowest level since 1976".


Read more
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